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Study1: Contextual Interviews

To develop a deeper understanding of everyday
elderly life, we conducted in depth contextual
Interviews with two couples. The interview process
involved: (i) touring participants’ homes and (ii)
observing participants sketching relationships
among common domestic activities and objects.

Study2: Cultural Probes

Based on our initial observations, we developed
cultural probes to explore how interactions among
participants and their domestic environments
connect to separated family members. We provided
two elderly households with diaries, disposable
cameras, and an instruction sheet.
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Study3: Technology Probe

Through the ambient plant pot, we aimed to explore
ways In which feelings of social connection could be
stimulated between separated family members and
gauge participants’ perceptions of ambient
Information and orientations to the device itself.

Two prototypes were deployed across two
- . households—an elderly couple and their daughter. .
_amlly A We provided self-diary sheets for them to log Famlly B
reflections of their feelings about the pot during
direct interactions with it over time. After two weeks,
we visited our participants again to collect diary
sheets and ask participants about their overall
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