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sustainability means:sustainability means:
the capacity to meet human needs equitably and 

indefinitelyy



sustainability means:sustainability means:
the capacity to meet human needs equitably and

indefinitelyy

• for all of the foreseeable future
– ecological stability



an uncertain future

• global warming

• peak oil 

• depleted soils, water

• species loss



sustainability means:sustainability means:
the capacity to meet human needs equitably and

indefinitelyy

• in a socially just manner



sustainability means:sustainability means:
the capacity to meet human needs equitably and 

indefinitelyy

• what are human needs?

• subsistence
t ti• protection

• participation
• identity• identity
• freedom 
• etc…etc…



sustainability means:sustainability means:
more than just survival.

it is also question of values and ultimate meanings in life.



whose responsibility?whose responsibility?
• individual behavior change

• effective government policy

• community discussion and action



challengeschallenges



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance 

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizons

paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance and social dilemma

individual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



paradox of economic growth

disconnect between groups

individual horizonsindividual horizons

hyper individualism

obstinance

social dilemmasocial dilemma



sustainable Bloomington projectsustainable Bloomington project
• city of Bloomington mayor’s office’s director of economic 

developmentp

• Bloomington commission on sustainability 



step-it-up
national day of climate 
actionaction

reduce individual and 
collective carbon footprint 
80% by 205080% by 2050.

city, state, and county 
representatives on hand as 
well as many prominentwell as many prominent 
community members



change-a-light
widespread adoption
of CFLs over iridescent lightof CFLs over  iridescent light 
bulbs

goal to produce 10% 
reduction in energy use

effort to maintain 
compliance with Kyotocompliance with Kyoto 
protocol



designing a durable futuredesigning a durable future
individual | government | community



mindful consumptionmindful consumption
individual resource consumption is a major problem for 

sustainabilityy



mindful consumptionmindful consumption
individual awareness of cumulative consumption over time 

is a key considerationy

design principles:
• tailoring
• self monitoring

ti• suggestion





tailoring



self monitoring

tailoring self monitoring



self monitoring suggestion

tailoring self monitoring



governmentgovernment



government leadership



dedicating resourcesdedicating resources



dedicating resourcesdedicating resources

Portland, OR

Vancouver, CA



dedicating resources

• short term:

dedicating resources

– one full-time employee in the mayor’s office
• long term:

– convert economic development office into the 
office of sustainable development

ff– establish official connections to other departments



actionable initiativesactionable initiatives

• subsidies, incentives, grants specifically for green , , g p y g
business

• design contests to distribute small grants for• design contests to distribute small grants for 
sustainable improvements

• green building ordinances



communitycommunity



community interest, understanding and 
i l tinvolvement
involvement from both sidesinvolvement from both sides



actionable initiatives
encouraging and 

ti itsupporting community 

members



community interest, understanding and 
i l tinvolvement
involvement from both sidesinvolvement from both sides

localization



thought
encourage people to 

think 

bring people together

to speak and listen



action

go beyond words 

make a change



reflection
provide space for 

community members to 

reflect on their actions



city repair – Portland, Oregon
neighborhood communication and collaboration

y p , g









community building conceptscommunity building concepts



collective knowledgecollective knowledge

an online space dedicated to Bloomington’s sustainabilityp g y

• disseminate news and events information
• facilitate discussion• facilitate discussion
www.sustainablebloomington.com  



local connectionslocal connections

an interactive community map which recognizes y g
forward-thinking individuals engaging in sustainable 
practice. 

• raise awareness
• promote community interaction

id ti t i l• provide connections to social resources



open discourseopen discourse
communication and interaction among community 

members is fundamental to creating a sustainable g
Bloomington. 



open discourseopen discourse
communication and interaction among community

members is fundamental to creating a sustainable g
Bloomington. 











Website

Unconference

Community 
map






